
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Date 25 February 2025 

HO CHI MINH CITY: 
EXPLORE THE VIBRANCY OF ITS DISTRICTS 

Perfectly located in the heart of Ho Chi Minh City, Equatorial Ho Chi Minh City offers an ideal 

gateway to explore the city’s most dynamic districts. Situated at the crossroads of District 1, 

District 5, District 7, and District 3, our hotel places you within easy reach of the city’s vibrant 

culture, modern attractions, and historic landmarks. Whether exploring the rich cultural streets 

of District 5, the bustling energy of District 1, the trendy vibe of District 7, or the charming 

ambiance of District 3, everything is just moments away. Discover the best of Ho Chi Minh 

City from this perfect base, and let us help you create unforgettable experiences. 

 

District 5: The Vibrant Chinatown 

 

District 5, also known as Chinatown, offers a rich cultural experience with traditional markets, 

temples, and oriental medicine streets that reflect the city’s multicultural heritage. 

1. Tran Phu Street (Đường Tranh Trần Phú) 
A lovely spot for exploring artwork and even purchasing or creating custom art, 

whether for family keepsakes or decorative pieces. 

Distance: 5 minutes on foot. 



 

 

 

 

2. Ho Thi Ky Flower Market (Chợ hoa Hồ Thị Kỷ) 
A colorful and fragrant market, offering a wide variety of flowers and plants, perfect 

for a morning stroll. 

Distance: 5 minutes on foot. 

 

3. Chinatown (Chợ Lớn) 
Explore the heart of Ho Chi Minh City's Chinese community, filled with traditional 

markets, temples, and food stalls. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

4. Binh Tay Market (Chợ Bình Tây) 
A bustling traditional market where you can find local products, souvenirs, and 

Vietnamese snacks. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

5. Chua Ba Thien Hau (Chùa Bà Thiên Hậu) 
A beautiful Chinese temple dedicated to the sea goddess, known for its stunning 

architecture and peaceful atmosphere. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

6. Oriental Medicine Street (Phố Đông Y) 
A unique street filled with shops offering traditional Chinese medicines, herbs, and 

healing remedies. 

Distance: 5-10 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

7. Soai Kinh Lam Fabric Market (Chợ Vải Soái Kình Lâm) 
A bustling local market specialising in fabrics, offering an authentic, vibrant shopping 

experience. 

Distance: 5-10 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

8. Hao Sy Phuong Alley (Hẻm Hào Sỹ Phường) 
A hidden alley in District 5 known for its street art and local charm, perfect for 

photography and exploration. 

Distance: 5-10 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

9. Parkson Hung Vuong 

A popular shopping mall in District 5, offering a variety of retail stores, dining 

options, and entertainment facilities, ideal for a leisurely shopping experience. 

Distance: 5-10 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

District 1: The Heart of Ho Chi Minh City 

 

District 1 is the bustling, vibrant heart of Ho Chi Minh City, home to the city’s most iconic 

landmarks and attractions. Whether you're looking for history, culture, shopping, or 

entertainment, this central district has it all. 

1. Reunification Palace (Dinh Độc Lập) 
A symbol of Vietnam’s reunification, this historic palace offers a glimpse into the 

country’s past, with lavish rooms and important artifacts. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

2. Ho Chi Minh City Hall (Uỷ Ban Thành Phố) 
This grand building, an example of French colonial architecture, stands as a reminder 

of the city’s colonial past, beautifully lit in the evening. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

3. Ben Thanh Market (Chợ Bến Thành) 
A must-visit for every traveller, Ben Thanh Market is a lively spot to experience the 

hustle and bustle of local life, with fresh produce, souvenirs, and street food. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

4. Notre Dame Cathedral (Nhà Thờ Đức Bà) 
This neo-Romanesque cathedral is one of the most significant landmarks in Ho Chi 

Minh City. It’s a serene escape from the busy streets. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by car or motorbike. 



 

 

 

 

5. Saigon Opera House (Nhà hát Thành phố) 
A masterpiece of French colonial architecture, this beautiful opera house is a cultural 

gem where visitors can enjoy performances in a historical setting. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

6. Bui Vien Street (Phố Tây Bùi Viện) 
Known as the “backpacker street,” Bui Vien is alive with energy. It's filled with bars, 

cafes, and street vendors, making it perfect for a lively night out. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

7. Nguyen Hue Walking Street (Phố đi bộ Nguyễn Huệ) 
A wide pedestrian street at the heart of District 1, lined with beautiful trees, fountains, 

and cafes. It’s perfect for a stroll or to enjoy street performances. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

8. Takashimaya Shopping Mall 
A luxurious shopping centre offering a mix of international and local brands, dining, 

and entertainment. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

9. Nowzone Mall 
A modern mall located in District 1, featuring a mix of fashion stores, eateries, and 

entertainment venues, perfect for both shopping and relaxation. 

Distance: 5-10 minutes on foot or by motorbike. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

District 3: Culture and Local Life 

 

District 3 offers a blend of cultural landmarks, historic architecture, and peaceful green spaces, 

providing visitors with a glimpse into local life and the charm of Ho Chi Minh City. 

1. War Remnants Museum (Bảo Tàng Chứng Tích Chiến Tranh) 
A powerful museum dedicated to showcasing the history of the Vietnam War through 

compelling exhibits and artifacts. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

2. Turtle Lake (Hồ Con Rùa) 
A popular gathering spot for locals, this lake is known for its vibrant street food scene 

and relaxing atmosphere. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

3. Ban Co Market (Chợ Bàn Cờ) 
A traditional market where visitors can explore local produce, snacks, and goods, 

offering an authentic Vietnamese market experience. 

Distance: 10-15 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

4. Nguyen Thien Thuat Apartment Complex (Chung cư Nguyễn Thiện Thuật) 
This historic apartment complex offers a unique insight into the city’s local life, with 

its distinctive architecture and vibrant street art. 

Distance: 5-10 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 



 

 

 

 

5. Vinh Nghiem Pagoda (Chùa Vĩnh Nghiêm) 
A peaceful Buddhist temple known for its beautiful architecture, this serene location 

offers visitors a quiet retreat from the city’s hustle. 

Distance: 20-25 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

6. Tan Dinh Church (Nhà thờ Tân Định) 
One of the oldest and most iconic churches in Ho Chi Minh City, featuring stunning 

French Gothic architecture and a unique pink exterior. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by car or motorbike. 

 

District 7: Modernity Meets Serenity 

 

District 7 is a modern and rapidly developing area, offering contemporary shopping malls, 

beautiful promenades, and relaxed riverside views, making it perfect for leisurely afternoons. 

1. SC VivoCity Mall 
A modern shopping mall featuring international brands, dining options, and 

entertainment, located right next to the scenic riverside. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by motorbike or car. 

 

2. Crescent Mall 
This upscale mall offers a range of shops, cafes, and dining options, with a 

picturesque view of the lake. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by motorbike or car. 



 

 

 

 

3. Starlight Bridge (Cầu Ánh Sao) 
A beautifully illuminated bridge over Crescent Lake, offering a peaceful walk with 

stunning views, especially at night. 

Distance: 20-25 minutes by motorbike or car. 

 

4. District 7 Walking Street 
A lively pedestrian area filled with cafes, shops, and street performances, perfect for 

an evening stroll or casual dining. 

Distance: 15-20 minutes by motorbike or car. 

 

Getting Around 

Ho Chi Minh City offers various transportation options, from motorbike taxis (xe ôm) for quick 

and convenient trips to traditional taxis and Grab (ride-hailing service) for more comfort. 

Walking is an excellent option for exploring nearby areas, especially in District 1, where many 

attractions are within walking distance of each other. Public transportation such as buses is also 

available but may take longer due to traffic. 

For added convenience, Equatorial Ho Chi Minh City offers shuttle bus services to key 

locations in the city centre at scheduled times. Please be sure to contact our Concierge for more 

details and guidance on this service. We hope you have a wonderful journey and enjoy your 

stay with us! 

 


